
    Regular City Council Meeting 
    7:00 p.m., Monday, May 21, 2018 
    City Council Chambers 
    23600 Liberty Street 
    Farmington, MI 48335 
 
                            FINAL 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

A regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on May 21, 2018, 23600 Liberty Street, 
Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by Mayor Schneemann. 
 
 

1. ROLL CALL 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Sara Bowman Mayor Pro Tem Present  
William Galvin Councilmember Present  
Joe LaRussa Councilmember Present  
Steve Schneemann Mayor  Present  
Maria Taylor Councilmember Present  

 
City Administration Present 
Director Christiansen 
Director Demers 
Director Eudy 
City Clerk Halberstadt 
City Manager Murphy 
City Treasurer Weber 
City Attorney Saarela 

 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Sofia and Matteo LaRussa led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Doug Reynolds, Emergency Preparedness Commission, provided tips on how residents 
should respond to inclement weather. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 
 A. Farmington Quarterly Financial Report – 3/31/18 
 B. Farmington Quarterly Investment Report – 3/31/18 
 C. Farmington Quarterly Financial Report – Court – 3/31/18 
 D. Farmington Monthly Payments Report 
 E. Farmington Quarterly Building Department Report 
 F. Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report 
 G. Accept Minutes from City’s Boards and Commissions: 
  1.) April 2018 
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  2.) May 2018 
 H.  Special Event Application: Annual Farmington Community Band Concert 

I. Accept the Resignations of Mary Bush and Gerry Bosler from the Library 
Board 

J. City Council Meeting Minutes 
 Special – April 16, 2018 
 Regular – April 16, 2018 
 Special – April 24, 2018 
 Regular – May 7, 2018 
K. Consideration to Accept and File the Financial Reports for the City of 

Farmington Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for the TCF Project 
 

Move to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED AS PRESENTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Galvin, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem  

 
 
5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 
 

 Move to approve the regular agenda as amended, adding Item 7H - Consideration to 
Approve Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with Comcast 

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: Galvin, Councilmember 

 
      
6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Introduction of Miss Farmington Contestants 
 

 The 2018 Miss Farmington contestants were present to introduce themselves and 
share their platform. 
 
B. Optimist Club 
 

 Roxanne Fitzpatrick and Barrie Armstrong, representing the Optimist Club, were 
present to talk about the activities of the club and its focus on helping kids.  They 
invited Council to attend one of their meetings. 

  
7. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consideration to Adopt Revised Oakwood Cemetery Rules & Regulations 
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Move to adopt revised Oakwood Cemetery Rules & Regulations as presented. [SEE 
ATTACHED DOCUMENT]. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: LaRussa, Councilmember 

 
   
B.    Resolution to Approve the 2018 Michigan Department of Licensing and 

Regulatory Affairs Grant 
 

 Move to approve resolution for the 2018 Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs Oversight Grant Subrecipient Agreement between the City of 
Farmington and Oakland County. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: LaRussa, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember 

 
C.  Consideration to Introduce Ordinance Establishing a Joint Commission 

on Community Health with the City of Farmington Hills  
 
Move to introduce Ordinance establishing a Joint Commission on Community Health 
with the City of Farmington Hills. [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE]. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: Galvin, Councilmember 

 
D. Consideration to Appoint Councilmember as the City of Farmington 

Liaison to the Farmington Hills Municipal Broadband Task Force 
 

 Responding to Bowman, LaRussa stated he had no intention of requesting financial 
support from the City to participate on this task force. 
 

Move to appoint Councilmember Joe LaRussa as liaison to the Farmington Hills 
Municipal Broadband Task Force. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Taylor, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Galvin, Councilmember 
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E. Consideration to Certify 2018 Delinquent Invoices and Water & Sewer Bills 
 

Move to approve the 2018 Delinquent Invoices and Water & Sewer bills for placement 
on the Farmington Tax Roll pursuant to City Code as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Galvin, Councilmember 
SECONDER: LaRussa, Councilmember 
Ayes: Galvin, LaRussa, Schneemann, Taylor, Bowman 

 
 

F. Consideration to Authorize the Replacement of the Sodium Hypochlorite 
Injection System for the City’s Waste Water 

 
 Move to authorize Oakland County Water Resource Commissioner for the emergency 

replacement of the Sodium Hypochlorite Injection System at an estimated cost of 
$20,000; actual cost will be confirmed with OCWRC upon installation. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: Taylor, Councilmember 
Ayes: LaRussa, Schneemann, Taylor, Bowman, Galvin 

 
G. Discuss Date for Board and Commission Candidate Interviews 
 
Council concurred to schedule a special meeting on June 7, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. to     

 interview candidates for open positions on Boards and Commission 
 
H. Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with Comcast 

  
Move to adopt a resolution approving the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise 
Agreement with Comcast of Colorado/Florida/Michigan/New 
Mexico/Pennsylvania/Washington, LLC as presented. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION]. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Taylor, Councilmember 
SECONDER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
Ayes: Schneemann, Taylor, Bowman, Galvin, LaRussa 

 
 
8. DEPARTMENT COMMENT 
 
Eudy discussed the challenges the DPW Department is facing as a result of a staff shortage. 
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Demers recognized the Silver Dairy for their partnership in giving out coupons to children; 
thanked the community for their patience during a recent clean-up of a grease spill on Grand 
River; and annouced the shut-down of Grand River for the Memorial Day Parade. 
 
Weber stated the materials from two recent civic engagement forums are now available on 
the City website.  
 
Galvin suggested adding data on Laurelwood Court, a new street in Farmington, to the 
Community forum materials.   
 
Schneemann expressed appreciation to Weber for all his hard work on the community forum. 
 
Christiansen announced the hiring of a new Building Official who will replace John Koncsol 
when he retires the end of July.  The updating of the Master Plan is currently in process. 
 
Responding to Galvin, Christiansen discussed the steps that have been taken to address the 
property at Nine Mile and Farmington Road. 
 
Halberstadt discussed the upcoming August 7th Primary election. 
 
Murphy thanked the DPW employees for their effort under difficult circumstances.  He also 
thanked Weber for his hard work on the community forum materials. 
 
9. CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 
LaRussa commented on the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement wherein the 
City has no option but to approve this agreement due to a legislative act.  He noted once 
again the City has to deal with consequences of a decision made in Lansing.  As we enter the 
election season, he encouraged voters to ask candidates running for the State Legislature 
how they will help local communities. He thanked Public Services for their efforts under 
difficult circumstances.  He thanked the City Administrative team for organizing and 
implementing the community forums. 
 
Galvin discussed his participation at a recent Longacre Elementary School event and referred 
to a thank you letter he received.  He noted a letter from Valley View Condos thanking DPW 
for their quick response to a water situation. 
 
Schneemann spoke about the opening of the Farmers Market and the participation from 
Council and City administration in the event.  It is encouraging that we have a community that 
is so engaged and has wonderful volunteer participation. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Move to adjourn the meeting. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Bowman, Mayor Pro Tem 
SECONDER: Galvin, Councilmember  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

 
 
  
Steve Schneemann, Mayor  
 
 
 
 
  
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   
 
 
Approval Date:  June 18, 2018 
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OAKWOOD CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS 

A. Existing Cemeteries 

1. Shall be subject to the rules and regulations with the exception of marker and 
monument placement. Marker and monument restrictions, in the original cemetery 
area, will be determined by the Department of Public Works Superintendent and 
shall be in harmony with existing conditions. 
 

B. Definitions 

1. Lot: Numbered divisions as shown on the cemetery plot which consist of two or 
more graves. 

2. Grave: A space of sufficient size to accommodate one adult interment. 
3. Interment: The permanent disposition of the remains of a deceased person by 

cremation and interment or burial. 
4. Memorial: Shall include a monument, marker (headstone or footstone), crypt for 

family or individual use. 
5. Monument: Shall include a tombstone of granite or marble which shall extend 

above the surface of the ground. 
6. Above ground crypt: Shall mean an above ground space used for or intended to 

be used for entombment of human remains. 
7. Marker: A memorial flush with the ground. 
8. Veteran marker: a marker furnished by the United States Department of Veterans 

Affairs, or other marker otherwise memorializing a veteran of the United States of 
America. 

9. Lot Marker: Refers to any means used by the cemetery to locate corners of the lot 
or grave. 

10. Deed: The certificate of ownership which applies to the original conveyance to the 
original purchaser. 

11. Marker Dimensions:  Single up to 18” x 42”, Companion on a single grave up to 
18” x 42” double marker centered on two adjoining graves up to 18” x 60”.   
 

C. Markers, Memorials and Monuments 

1. All markers, or memorials, must be constructed of granite or marble. Bronze 
memorials must be mounted on a granite base. 

2. Foundations for memorials and markers shall conform to specifications set by the 
City, and all foundation work shall be done under permit of the Department of 
Public Works Superintendent. All memorials require foundations.  All expenses of 
foundations shall be responsibility of the grave owner or family in accordance to 
the fee schedule established by the Department of Public Works Superintendent.  

3. All expenses incurred in setting, repairing or maintaining markers, memorials, and 
monuments shall be borne by the lot owner. 

4. Memorial sites may only be constructed or erected on lots of sufficient size so as 
no portion of the memorial site extends beyond the lot borders. 

5. If any memorial is allowed to fall into disrepair by the owner, it may be removed 
by the City. The City shall have no responsibility for the return of the memorial to 
the owner. 
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6. Except as otherwise provided herein, only one marker will be permitted per grave 
and shall be flush with the ground. Companion markers are permitted in lieu of 
single markers and must be a minimum of 32" in length. A veteran marker is 
permitted to be placed in addition to a companion marker on two adjoining graves 
or on a single lot with a single marker. A veteran marker shall be placed at the 
opposite end of the grave site from any other non-veteran markers located on the 
same grave site.  A grave owner shall be responsible for the cost of the additional 
foundation for the placement of a veteran or non-veteran marker.  The cost of the 
foundation for the memorial is determined by the current City of Farmington Fee 
Schedule Chapter 3. 

7. Markers shall be a minimum 12" x 24" x 4". 
8. Markers shall be centered on the grave and placed at the foot of walkways facing 

the adjoining walkway. Markers for the most easterly graves, parallel with the east 
property line, shall be placed at the common lot line and face west. 

9. Markers and monuments must match the family plot. 
10. Monuments shall be permitted only on minimum four grave lots. A veteran marker 

is permitted to be placed on a lot with a monument or a flat marker.  The veteran 
marker must be placed at the opposite end of the lot from the monument or flat 
marker.  

11. Monuments shall be centered on the lot and shall be located one foot into the lot 
at the common lot line. All monuments shall face the adjoining walkway. 

12. Monuments are prohibited in single grave sections. 
13. Vases with permanent bases are prohibited. 

 
D. Above Ground Crypts 

1. Before work on any above ground crypt begins, the location and complete plans 
and specifications shall be approved by the Public Works Superintendent.  The 
crypt lot owner or their representative and the Department of Public Works 
Superintendent or appointed representative shall conduct an inspection of the 
surrounding graves, monuments, and landscaping prior to and following the 
construction of the above ground crypt on the owner’s lot.  

2. The lot owner(s) who construct an above ground crypt on his or her lot shall be 
responsible for all costs related to the construction and maintenance of such above 
ground crypt, including the above ground crypt foundation.  The lot owner(s) shall 
also be responsible for any and all damage, including restoration costs, sustained 
by surrounding graves, monuments, markers, and landscaping caused during the 
installation or maintenance of the above ground crypt. 

3. An above ground crypt shall only be placed on a lot consisting of four (4) graves, 
being an area twelve (12) feet in depth and sixteen (16) feet wide, encompassing 
a minimum of 192 square feet.  All above ground crypts shall be limited to eight 
(8) feet in depth by twelve (12) feet in width, encompassing a total of ninety-six 
(96) square feet, and have a maximum height of five (5) feet above ground.  

4. During installation of an above ground crypt, access to the Cemetery shall be 
maintained.  Burials or internments at the Cemetery shall not be interrupted or 
adversely impacted by the construction of an above ground crypt. 

5. No decorative objects or photographs may be affixed to the crypt by tape or other 
means.  No toys, glass containers, ceramic containers or similar objects are 
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permitted to be placed on top or in any way attached to a crypt.  All such 
unauthorized items may be removed by the Cemetery.  

 

E. Interment or Disinterment 

1. The City Clerk shall keep a record of all interments made in City cemeteries. 
2. Such records shall disclose the name of the deceased, date of burial, last address, 

next of kin, funeral director, lot and grave number and the owner's name. 
3. There shall be no interment of anything other than the remains of human bodies 

in City cemeteries. 
4. No funerals shall be held on Sunday, nor between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 

a.m. 
5. Reasonable notice must be given to the City Clerk, and all arrangements with the 

City must be completed for services to be furnished by the City, and payment 
made prior to a grave opening. 

6. All applications for burial shall be made to the City Clerk in a timely manner to 
allow at least three (3) working days to prepare the grave.  Request of less than 
three (3) days will be approved at the discretion of the Superintendent of Public 
Services or their representative. Such applications shall be accompanied by a burial 
permit issued by the County Health Department or other authorized agency of the 
state or county. 

7. There shall be no disinterment or relocation without a permit issued by the County 
Health Department. Such permit shall be submitted to the City Clerk. 

8. There shall be no interment of more than one body and one cremation, or two 
cremations within anyone grave. Further, there shall be no disinterment of the 
cremains or body within any grave for the purpose of burying bodies or cremains 
within the same grave. 
 

F. Ground Maintenance and Decoration Regulations 

1. No grading, leveling or excavation shall take place within any cemetery without 
written permission of the Public Works Superintendent. 

2. No live plantings are allowed. Fencing of graves, or statuary is prohibited. 
3. The City reserves the right to plant, remove or trim any tree, plant or shrub in the 

interest of maintaining a good appearance or to reduce maintenance expenses. 
Decorations shall be limited to one floral offering per grave. Grave blankets and 
wreaths are permitted from November 1st to March 1st. Flags are permitted on 
graves for a period of one week following Memorial Day, Fourth of July and 
Veteran's Day. Expressly forbidden are miscellaneous statues, glass and plastic 
objects, cans, toys, vigil lights, Christmas trees and similar items. Other items 
deemed unsightly, objectionable or detrimental, shall be removed and disposed of 
without reason or notice. The City shall have no responsibility for return to the 
owner of any object or item removed. 

4. The City reserves the right to clear the ground of all decorations, including, but 
not limited to, floral displays, Shepherd’s Hook, and standup decorations, twice a 
year.  Spring cleanup begins March 1, and fall cleanup begins October 1.  All 
decorations should be removed prior to these dates.  New decorations allowed by 
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these rules and regulations may be placed beginning April 1 and November 1, 
respectively. 

5. No persons shall injure, cut or remove any tree, shrub or plant or other vegetation 
growing or being within the limits of the cemetery whether on graves or 
unimproved grounds. 

6. All persons are prohibited from defacing, injuring or removing any memorial, fence 
or other structure in or belonging to the cemetery, or any property thereof, and 
from entering on such grounds by any other means other than the gates provided 
for the purpose thereof. 

7. No surface shall be applied to any grave other than one consisting of grass, with 
the exception of an above ground crypt in accordance with the rules prescribed 
above. 

8. The City reserves the right to change, maintain and revise any roadway or plat 
incorporated within any cemetery when necessary to improve the grounds. 
 

G. Gifts for Cemeteries 

1. Whenever any person shall grant or give, bequest or devise any gift to the City for 
the perpetual maintenance and care of, or for the general upkeep and 
improvement of a City cemetery, the Department of Public Works Superintendent 
shall review such gift, bequest or devise, and shall forthwith issue to the donor or 
his/her representative, an acknowledgment of receipt of same, signed by the City 
Clerk/Treasurer. 

2. Any funds paid shall be delivered to the City Treasurer. 
3. The Department of Public Works Superintendent shall report to the City Council 

the receipt of any funds by grant, gift, bequest or devise at the next regular Council 
meeting. 
 

H. Cemetery Care 

1. Cemetery care shall include only cutting and trimming of the grass, top dressing 
and seeding when necessary, tree maintenance and the general upkeep of the lot. 

2. Cemetery care shall not include the maintenance of any memorial or other items. 
3. All monies received by the City in trust, gifts or other donations, shall be credited 

to the Cemetery Improvement Account. The City shall not commit itself to 
extraordinary care or special care of any lot or grave within the cemetery. 
 

I. Burials of Poor Persons and Strangers 

1. A part of at least one City cemetery shall be set aside for single graves, and shall be 
used as a burial place for indigent persons and strangers. Each grave shall be 
numbered and marked with a durable material. 

 
J. Other Regulations 

1. No advertisement of any description will be permitted within any cemetery. 
2. The presence of wildlife and birds enhances the natural beauty of City cemeteries, 

so the cemetery grounds shall be considered a wildlife and bird sanctuary. All 
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persons are forbidden from disturbing, wounding, trapping or killing any bird or 
animal. 

3. Refreshments or liquor shall not be allowed within the cemeteries. 
4. No persons shall drive any vehicle other than on the designated roads provided 

within the cemetery, other than those vehicles permitted by the Department of 
Public Works Superintendent for maintenance, placement of markers or required 
for interment. 

5. The cemetery shall be open to visitors from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily. 
6. The cemetery (City) reserves, and shall have, the right to correct any errors that 

may be made by them either in making interments, disinterment’s or removals or 
the description, transfer or conveyance of any interment property. Such correction 
shall include canceling such conveyance and substituting in lieu thereof other 
interment property of equal value and similar location as far as possible, or as may 
be selected by the Cemetery Board, or, in the sole discretion of the City Manager, 
by refunding the amount paid for such purchase. In the event such error shall 
involve the interment of the remains of any person in such property, the cemetery 
reserves and shall have the right to remove or transfer such remains to another 
property of equal value and similar location as may be substituted and conveyed 
in lieu thereof. 

7. All orders for interments in lots must be signed by the owner of the lot or his legal 
representative. However, when this is impossible because such person is absent 
from the city, permission by writing signed by the owner or his legal representative 
will be accepted in lieu thereof. 

8. Dogs are prohibited from all city cemeteries. 
9. Resolution of all disputes shall be determined by the Department of Public Works 

Superintendent.  
10. Single graves will be limited to designated areas of the cemetery. All other 

purchases must be made in a minimum number of two in succession. The City 
shall be the sole determiner of limitations concerning sales of graves. 







































STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND 
 

CITY OF FARMINGTON 
 

ORDINANCE NO. C-____-2018 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF FARMINGTON CITY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 2, “ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE IV, “BOARDS 
AND COMMISSIONS,” IN ORDER TO CREATE A NEW DIVISION 4, 
“COMMISSION ON COMMUNITY HEALTH,” TO ESTABLISH A NEW JOINT 
COMMISSION WITH THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS 

 
THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS: 

 
PART I.  That Chapter 2, “Administration,” Article IV, “Boards and Commission,” of the City of 
Farmington Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to add a new Division 4 to read as follows: 

 
Sec. 2-265. - Establishment; purposes. 
 

There is established in cooperation with the City of Farmington Hills a Commission on 
Community Health having the purposes of supporting and encouraging an environment where 
residents have access to quality health services and wellness programs, and to the information, 
education, and resources necessary to promote physical and mental health and wellbeing. The 
Commission’s purpose is to achieve a community-wide collaboration and partnership of 
organizations and individuals to work together to identify and develop new and innovative 
programs, utilize existing programs, and locate and capture funding to assist in building a 
healthier community. The Commission on Community Health may also be referred to as the 
“Community Health Commission.” 

 
Sec. 2-266. – Authority, purposes and duties. 
 

The Commission on Community Health is charged with the authority and responsibility of 
making recommendations to the cities concerning community health matters and the appropriate 
means by which public and private agencies, in cooperation with community volunteers and health 
care professionals, may increase public awareness and utilization of new and available programs 
and resources to improve the overall health and wellness of the community and motivate 
individuals to make healthy behavioral changes. The Commission may establish and make 
available information dissemination programs to provide information and answer questions about 
public health and wellness issues and the local programs available to respond to health-related 
concerns. It may engage in multisector collaborations with residents, community stakeholders, 
healthcare professionals and others to identify and implement innovative approaches, promote 
existing programs, and explore funding opportunities to encourage improvements in health and 
quality of life throughout the community. It may also promote and encourage the implementation 
and utilization of any program consistent with the purpose for which the commission is established 
including, but not limited to, the F2H Fit Challenge and Farmington SAFE programs. 
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Sec. 2-267. - Members; appointment. 
 

The Commission shall consist of eleven (11) regular members and two (2) alternate 
members, who shall represent, insofar as possible, the general citizens of the city, the students 
of the Farmington area schools, the clergy, the school districts, local businesses, medical 
professions, hospitals, community organizations, and local and regional volunteer agencies. Nine 
(9) regular members and one (1) alternate member shall be appointed by the City of Farmington 
Hills. Two (2) regular members and one (1) alternate member shall be appointed by the City of 
Farmington. 

 
Part II Severability 

 
Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance be 

held invalid for any reason, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of the ordinance. 

 
Part III Savings 

 
This amendatory ordinance shall not affect violations of the zoning ordinance or any other 

ordinance existing prior to the effective date of this ordinance and such violation shall be governed 
and shall continue to be separately punishable to the full extent of the law under the provisions 
of such ordinance at the time the violation was committed. 

 
Part IV Effective Date: Publication.   

 
This amendatory ordinance shall be effective 10 days after adoption by the City Council 

and after publication as provided by the Charter of the City of Farmington. 
 

Ayes: 
Nayes: 
Abstentions: 
Absent: 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
 )ss. 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

 
 I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the Ordinance 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held on the ____ day of 
__________, 2018, the original of which is on file in my office. 

 
________________________________ 
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk 
City of Farmington 

 
Adopted: 
Published: 
Effective: 






