
 Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, APRIL 21, 2014

City Council Chambers
23600 Liberty Street

Farmington, MI  48335

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 4/17/2014 1:02 PM 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Roll Call

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA

A.  Minutes of the City Council - Special Study Session - Mar 17, 2014 6:00 
PM

B.  Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Mar 17, 2014 7:00 PM

C. Joint Meeting Minutes March 24, 2014

D.  Minutes of the City Council - Special Study Session - Apr 7, 2014 6:00 PM

E. Farmington Monthly Payments Report March 2014

F. Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report March 2014

G. Special Event Request - 2014 South Farmington Baseball Parade

H. Special Event Request Decades Dash 5K/Farmington High School

I. Proclamation in Recognition of Fair Housing Month April 2014

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Special Event Request - Thursday Night Weekly Swing Dancing

B. Children, Youth & Families Presentation -Carmen Frances and Joan 
McGlincy

C. Farmington Public Safety Annual Report - Robert Schulz, Director



Agenda Farmington City Council April 21, 2014

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 4/17/2014 1:02 PM 

D. Public Hearing to Vacate Third Street and Cass Street in Delos Davis 
Subdivision and Consideration to Adopt Resolution

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Consideration of Resolution to Approve 2014 Founders Festival

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration of Resolution to Repair Grand River Avenue

B. City Manager Transmittal of Proposed Fiscal Year 2014-15 Proposed 
Budget

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS

10.COUNCIL COMMENT

11.ADJOURNMENT



 Special Study Session City Council Meeting 

6:00 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014 

Conference Room A 

Farmington City Hall 

23600 Liberty St 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 4/4/2014 3:18 PM  

A Special Study Session of the Farmington City Council was held on March 17, 
2014, in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the 
meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

City Administration Present 
Director Christiansen 

City Clerk Halberstadt 

City Manager Pastue 

Attorney Schultz 

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No Public Comment was heard. 

4. REVIEW OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE CHANGES 

City Administration advised that as a result of previous discussions with Council, 

proposed changes have been made to the Outdoor Display, Sales, and Storage 
Ordinance, related to storage of propane tanks.  The major changes include: the 

propane tank cannot exceed 20 pounds and must be stored in a locked storage 
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Minutes Farmington City Council March 17, 2014 
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container of certain size, complies with fire and safety codes, and 3 feet of 
clearance for pedestrian traffic is provided. 
 

Christiansen discussed a number of locations where propane is currently stored and 
sold throughout Farmington.  He discussed locations where the sale of propane 
might be appropriate including:  gas stations, convenience and hardware stores.  

He questioned whether propane sales would be appropriate in shopping centers or 
the Central Business District (CBD).  
 

Discussion followed regarding propane sales at a local pharmacy in the CBD. 
 

Christiansen advised the Fire Marshall has inspected all locations where propane is 
currently stored. 
 

Galvin suggested changing the ordinance provision “tanks should not exceed 20 
lbs.” due to the fact they weigh more than 20 lbs. when they are filled. 
  

Christiansen noted propane filling stations are approved as part of their site plans. 
 

Council concurred to make the following changes to the ordinance:  outdoor 

propane storage tanks are permitted at gas stations, hardware and convenience 
stores outside of the CBD; and change “not to exceed 20 lbs.” to a 20 lb. size tank. 

5. REVIEW OF FLANDERS SITE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

1. Review of Flanders Site Development Proposal  
 

Christiansen indicated three bids were received for the development of the 
Flanders property. He stated the Windmill Group was the high bidder for the 

property. He discussed process for interviewing the bidders and a request to the 
developers for further refinements to their proposals.  He stated Windmill was 
the only developer that came back with refined plans.  He indicated they 

presented two different site development proposals for the property.  
 

Christiansen reviewed the two site plans, both of which include 34 lots with a 

1.64 acre park area.  The major differences are two access points with a 
horseshoe street versus one access point and a loop street with different 
locations for the park. 

 

Responding to a question from Galvin, Christiansen confirmed the schools would 
only be accepting a bid and it is the city that will approve the site plan. 
 

Discussion followed regarding the time frame for land use approval and Planned 

Unit Development (PUD) process. 
 

Scott stressed the importance for the city to have a clear idea of what they want 
in the development. 
 

Galvin suggested inviting the developer to a future meeting to give Council a 

preview of their development plans. 
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6. REVIEW OF STREET VACATION ITEM ON REGULAR AGENDA 

1. Review of Street Vacation Item on Regular Agenda 

 
City Administration advised that as part of the effort by the Farmington Public 
Schools to obtain a clear title to the Maxfield Training Center (MTC) it was 

discovered the property has two city streets that need to be vacated.  The first 
order of business will be for Council to schedule a public hearing for April 21st 

meeting to vacate the streets.   
 

Attorney Schultz advised the vacation of the streets requires a circuit court 
action due to the fact they are located within 25 meters of a water course 

(river).   He discussed the burdensome process that this action entails. 
 

Christiansen provided a brief history of the MTC site and why the platted streets 
remained. He stated the original platted subdivision with said streets remained 

because it was never recognized when other development occurred.  He stated 
to obtain a free and clear title to the MTC property the formal vacation of the 
streets must occur.  He reviewed the original plats with Council. 

 

Scott asked about the costs related to the street vacation and questioned 
whether the city is subsidizing the schools in their pursuit of a clear title to the 
property. 
 

Pastue pointed out the city will be the beneficiary of the potential development 
of that property.  He stated early on the city had committed to handling the 

street vacation. 
 

Discussion followed regarding keeping an accounting of the costs to the city 
relative to the selling of the school properties. 

7. REVIEW OF CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE NO. 8 AND CHANGE ORDER 
NO. 5 FOR THE 2013 STREETSCAPE & UTILITIES IMPROVEMENT 

 
Pastue advised the city is requesting Council approval of Construction Estimate No. 
8 which includes work already completed on the Grove Street and Warner/Oakland 

Street project along with a payment for part of the retainage.  
 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Pastue stated the amount of retainage 
remaining after payment of Construction Estimate No. 8 will be $25,000. 
 

Schneemann commented that seems to be a very low retainage amount. 
 

Pastue responded the city would normally keep 5-10% retainage which would be 

about $5,000. 
 

Discussion followed regarding the $50,000 worth of "punch list" items remaining on 

the project and the decision to reduce retainage from $75,000 to $25,000.  
 

Discussion continued regarding work remaining on the project. 
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Scott commented that until the "punch list" is completed the full retainage should 
not be released.  He pointed out a portion of the paving on Warner Street was not 

done properly and will have to be redone. 

8. COUNCIL COMMENT 

No Council comment was heard. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM. 

  

Mayor William Galvin  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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 Regular City Council Meeting 

7:00 PM, MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014 

City Council Chambers 

23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 4/4/2014 9:17 AM  

A Regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on March 17, 2014, in 

City Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

City Administration Present 

Superintendent Eudy 

Director Christiansen 

City Clerk Halberstadt 
City Manager Pastue 

Attorney Schultz 

Director Schulz 

Treasurer Weber 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chris Barr, recipient of the 2013 DDA Mary Martin Service Award, led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was heard. 

4. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

1.   Minutes of the City Council - Special - Jan 25, 2014 9:00 AM 

2.   Minutes of the City Council - Special Study Session - Feb 17, 2014 6:30        
PM 

3.   Minutes of the City Council - Regular - Feb 17, 2014 7:00 PM 

4. Farmington Monthly Payments Report February 2014 

5. Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report February 2014 

6. Special Event Request – American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

7. Special Event Request - Spring Egg Hunt/Farmington Area Junior 

Chamber 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 

Motion to approve the agenda as amended, removing Item No. 8-1, 
Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 8 and Change Order 
No. 5 for the 2013 Streetscape & Utilities Improvements, under New 

Business. 

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. 2013 DDA Mary Martin Service Award Recipient - Chris Barr 
 

Mayor Galvin recognized Chris Barr as recipient of the 2013 DDA Mary Martin 

Service Award and congratulated him for his service to the community.  He 
reviewed the list of candidates who were also nominated for the award. 
 

Cowley provided background on the Mary Martin Service Award. He indicated 
this is the ninth year for the award.  He noted Chris Barr and his daughter are 

mainstays at the Farmers Market.  He also congratulated Chris on his award. 
 

Mr. Barr expressed appreciation for the award and spoke about his volunteer 

activities with the DDA. 
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2. Commission on Aging Presentation - Jane Frost 
 

Jane Frost, representing the Commission on Aging, was present to provide an 

update on Commission goals and activities.  
 

McShane questioned how the Commission is reaching out and communicating 

with different ethnic groups in the community.  
 

Frost responded a survey going out to residents 50 and over will provide a 
reading on the different ethnic groups in the area.  She noted the Commission 
was invited by the Farmington Community Library to participate in the 

development of a strategic plan to address community diversity.  
 

McShane questioned how the Commission is reaching out to seniors living in 

their homes. 
 

Marsha Koet, Program Supervisor of the Senior Division, discussed various 
resources to reach seniors in their homes including: neighbors, Public Safety, 
discharge planners at hospitals ways, etc.  She stated there is not one good 

answer for reaching them.  
 

Discussion followed regarding transportation provided to seniors including the 

use of the SMART connector bus and dial-a-ride. 
 

Galvin thanked the Commission members for their service to the City. 

3. Farmington Area Arts Commission Presentation Nancy Coumoundouros, 
Jennifer Berkemeier and Cindy Carleton 

 
Cindy Carleton, representing the Arts Commission, was present to provide an 

update on Commission goals and activities. 
 

McShane requested the Commission's assistance in establishing public art in 

areas throughout the City.  
 

Carleton responded the Commission would love to get involved in that kind of 

initiative.  
 

Galvin asked about the recent film festival held in the community. 
 

Carleton responded the film festival was the idea of Kickstart Farmington.  She 

stated the Commission helped publicize the event and held a preview party.  
She noted two of the films were shown to sold out audiences.  She stated not 
only was the event a huge success, but it also brought recognition and support 

to several non-profit agencies. 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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City of Farmington Page 4 Updated 4/4/2014 9:17 AM  

1. Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C-775-2014 Amending Chapter 25 of 
the City Code, Zoning Ordinance, Pertaining to Outdoor Displays, Sales 
and Storage in Commercial Districts 

 
City Administration reviewed and recommended approval of proposed ordinance 

regarding outdoor displays, sales and storage. Changes that were incorporated 

as a result of Council discussion were also identified. 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance C-775-2014 amending Chapter 35 of the City 

Code, Zoning Ordinance, regarding outdoor displays, sales, and storage 

in commercial districts to include the following changes as discussed in 

the study session:  outdoor storage of propane tanks would be 

permitted at service stations, hardware and convenience stores, 

provided stipulations in Item No. 8 of the ordinance are met; and tanks 

shall not be larger than the standard 20-pound tank size.  [SEE ATTACHED 

ORDINANCE]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, 

Scott, Cowley. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

2. Consideration to Adopt Ordinance #C-776-2014 Amending Chapter 20, 
Offenses, Article X, Offenses Relating to Animals, Adding a New Section 
Dealing with the Number of Dogs and Cats Permitted 

 
City Administration recommended approval of ordinance and discussed reasons 

for ordinance. 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance C-776-2014 amending Chapter 20 of the City 

Code, Article X, adding a new section regarding the number of dogs and 

cats permitted. [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 

Cowley, Galvin.  
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consideration to Approve Proposal Regarding Grand River Traffic 
Analysis 

 
City Administration noted at the last study session Council discussed a traffic 

analysis proposal from Orchard Hiltz & McCliment that would provide data 

necessary to determine whether Grand River can be modified to incorporate 

more parking, bike lanes, etc.  No changes to the proposal have been made 

since the study session. 

 

Cowley asked if there would be a need for another traffic analysis if a parking 

structure was built in the downtown.  

 

Pastue responded that as redevelopment continues more analyses may be 

necessary. 

 

McShane pointed out the subject of bike paths is not included in the proposed 

analysis. 

  

Pastue responded the first part of the analysis is to determine if the number of 

lanes can be reduced on Grand River.  He stated based on the result of that 

analysis, the next step will be to evaluate how to use the surplus right-of-way. 

 

McShane stressed the importance of walking paths and bike lanes in our 

community, especially in attracting young families. 

 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Pastue stated the City does not yet 

have a commitment from the Corridor Improvement Authority (CIA) for a $10k 

contribution. 

 

Christiansen advised the CIA has set aside funds for the analysis.  

 

Scott stated as a member of the CIA and joint taskforce, one of their goals is to 

ensure there is not overlap in analyses of Grand River.  He also stressed the 

importance of bike lanes and making Farmington a more pedestrian friendly 

community.  
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Responding to a question from Galvin, Pastue stated it will likely take several 

months before the analysis is completed and reported back to Council.  He noted 

the finished report will be submitted to MDOT. 

 

Motion to approve a proposal submitted by Orchard Hiltz & McCliment 

(OHM) to conduct a traffic analysis along Grand River from Shiawassee 
Road east to Orchard Lake Road. 
  
The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Cowley, Galvin, McShane, 

Schneemann. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

2. Consideration to Schedule Public Hearing to Vacate Third Street and 
Cass Street in Delos Davis Subdivision 

 
City Administration requested Council schedule a public hearing to vacate Third 

Street and Cass Street in the Delos Davis Subdivision. 
 

Galvin commented Farmington Public School initiated a process last month to 
begin clearing title for the Maxfield Training Center property.  He stated the City 
will provide any assistance towards that effort to facilitate placing that property 

on the market. 
 

Motion to adopt a resolution to schedule a public hearing for Monday, 

April 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers to consider 
vacating Third Street and Cass Street in the Delos Davis subdivision. [SEE 

ATTACHED RESOLUTION]. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

Eudy cautioned drivers to be aware of city crews patching roads. 
 

Halberstadt announced the Mansion will re-open on Sunday, April 6th and invited 
the public to view the new exhibits and quilts that will be on display. 

10. COUNCIL COMMENT 

Scott noted that with all the snow and plowing, the roads kept getting smaller and 

smaller.  He stated on a couple of occasions he could barely get his car through, let 
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alone an emergency vehicle. He suggested the city take a look at how to control 
on-street parking. 
 

Pastue discussed the process for declaring a snow emergency.  He commented this 
year there has been so much snow that it cannot be pushed back far enough.  
 

Scott congratulated the Farmington High School hockey team for winning the state 
championship.  He invited the public to attend a celebration at the Sundquist 

Pavilion on Wednesday, March 19th at 6:30pm. 
 

McShane asked about scheduling a date for a joint training session for Council, 

Planning Commission, and Zoning Board of Appeals members. 
 

Pastue responded possible dates would be April 14th or 28th. 
 

Cowley noted City Council was invited by the Farmington School Board to provide 
input in the recruitment of a new superintendent.  
 

Cowley stated his perspective has not changed since the last school bond proposal 

was turned down by voters.  He discussed the importance of attracting young 
families and developers to the community.  He does not support raising taxes since 
he believes they are already too high.  He suggested the schools "tread water" until 

an outstanding millage expires in 2-3 years.  At that time it can be put back on the 
ballot for renewal.  
 

Cowley advised what he is looking for in the next superintendent is experience with 
multi-year budgeting. It is crucial that the school system works with the city to get 

properties back on the tax roll.  He stated the next superintendent needs to pay 
attention to fiscal management; transparency is important; need to manage legacy 
costs; and should have a good track record of turnaround.  He does not believe 

anyone in the existing regime is qualified for the position.  He stressed the 
importance of this decision and expressed support for whatever decision is made. 
 

Galvin spoke about action Farmington Public Schools has taken on vacant school 
properties.  He pointed out the school board will review proposals for the 

development of the Flanders property at their next meeting.  He noted that 
included in the bid for proposals that went out was a list of incentives to contractors 

from the city. He looked forward to the schools taking the first step on that site. 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
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Mayor William Galvin  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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DRAFT

MEETING MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL JOINT STUDY SESSION MEETING

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS AND 
CITY OF FARMINGTON

MARCH 24, 2014 – 6:00PM
CITY HALL – COMMUNITY ROOM

The City Council study session meeting was called to order by Mayor Brickner at 6:00p.m.  

Farmington Hills Council Members Present: Brickner, Bridges, Bruce, Knol, Lerner, Massey and 
Steckloff

Farmington Hills Council Members Absent: None

Farmington Council Members Present: Galvin, Schneeman and Scott

Farmington Council Members Absent: Cowley and McShane

Others Present: Farmington Hills City Manager Brock, Farmington City Manager Pastue,
City Clerk Smith, Assistant City Manager Boyer, Assistant to the City 
Manager Geinzer, Director Mekjian and Attorney Joppich

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY ENERGY PRIZE:
Assistant to the City Manager, Nate Geinzer, introduced Chair Mark VanEtten and Vice Chair Leon
Zolkower to say a few words regarding this program.

Mr. VanEtten stated that members of the Commissioner for Energy and Environmental Sustainability are 
present this evening to discuss the Georgetown University Energy Prize, which is a national program that 
they would like the City to take part in to reduce energy per capita.  He stated that they would be working 
with the utility companies and schools to generate and implement plans for scalable reductions in energy 
that would be monitored by the utility companies.  He feels this program will provide the city with 
excellent visibility as it is a national program.

Mr. Geinzer noted that the United States wastes over half of the amount of energy generated and to 
address this issue Georgetown University came up with this energy prize competition.  He explained how 
the competition works; resources required and potential funding and sponsorships for the program.  Mr. 
Geinzer commented that if Council wishes to proceed with taking part in the competition, he feels Earth 
Day would be a good day to make that announcement.  

It was noted that this is a national competition by which local governments would work with area schools 
and residents to reduce energy consumption over a two-year period; and work with the utility companies 
to track their usage.  The goals of the competition are to encourage innovative replicable strategies to 
reduce residential and municipal building energy consumption, educate the public and reward 
communities for their efforts.  Mr. Geinzer stated that there is a $5,000,000 dollar prize back to the 
community who wins this competition; and he strongly believes that the Farmington/Farmington Hills 
communities can be a strong competitor for that prize.  

Councilmember Lerner inquired what type of budget would be required for this program.  Mr. Geinzer 
responded that the program outline would dictate the needs and they are attempting to get sponsorship; 
but he would anticipate ¾ of a full-time staff equivalent and promotional funding.
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City of Farmington Hills DRAFT
City Council Study Session
March 24, 2014 Page 2 of 4

Mayor Galvin inquired about tracking the progress.  Mr. Geinzer explained that communities would be 
able to track their own progress against other communities participating in the program and use that for 
motivation.

In answer to inquiries by Councilmembers, Mr. Geinzer pointed out that this only involves residential and 
municipal buildings and so new or revitalized office complexes would not impact the program.  He also 
noted that as of now there is one grand prize award, but they are discussing the possibility of additional 
prizes. He noted that the communities would be recognized nationally for their participation and 
particularly the top 10 communities would receive additional recognition.  He stated that the program also 
not only educates the community on energy efficiency but gets the residents involved in a program that 
could potentially bring money back to their community for other programs, etc.

Councilmember Steckloff felt the information provided was very broad and questioned if there was a
draft of the proposed program that could be sent to Council.  Mr. Geinzer stated that there was not and 
that he needed the commitment from both Councils that there is enough interest to move forward.  He 
then could create a team and have the Memorandum of Understanding prepared for both Councils to 
review.

Some concern was expressed about the potential funding that would be required for the program, but it 
was the general consensus of both the Farmington and Farmington Hills City Councils to move forward 
with the first step and submit a letter of intent and application to participate.  

DETROIT WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT (DWSD) WATER AUTHORITY NOTION 
UPDATE:
Water Resources Commissioner Nash updated the City Councils on the future of the Detroit Water and 
Sewer Department.  He stated that the WRC has requested audit reports and other information that they 
are still waiting to receive in order to make a determination if they should remain with DWSD.  He noted 
that he will be proposing to the Board of Commissioners in April funding to conduct a study on what it 
would take to do their own water and sewer system.  Although there are many questions involved with 
that, including whether the DEQ would look favorably on that or not, he feels it is worth studying.

Mr. Nash added that the rates are set by the City of Detroit yet they have more than a 55% delinquency 
rate and others just not paying the bills; and he does not want paying customers to be saddled with those 
expenses.  

Discussion was held on the infrastructure and who owns that as well as what it might take for the County 
to have their own system.

Mayor Galvin inquired about the internal controls.  Mr. Nash commented that the water quality is some of 
the best in the country, but the issue is with the infrastructure.  He stated that the Board is dominated by 
the City of Detroit, but he still has staff on the Board and they do have some say.  He added that his staff 
has faith in Sue McCormick who is involved in the management.  He noted that the issues have been with 
the Attorneys who are handling the bankruptcy.

City Manager Brock inquired who makes the final decision on accepting or not accepting the offer from 
DWSD.  Mr. Nash responded the Board of Commissioners would have to approve any offer.

City Manager Brock provided an update on Grand River road conditions.  He noted that the State 
prioritized an extra $115,000,000 towards state roads, and he completed the forms required to try and 
obtain some of that funding for Grand River.  
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City of Farmington Hills DRAFT
City Council Study Session
March 24, 2014 Page 3 of 4

PRESENTATION ON THE MIDDLEBELT TUNNEL PROJECT:
Sue Coffey, Water Resource Commission Manager, commented that this project was previously 
discussed with City Council.  She noted that the communities’ attorneys were not comfortable with the 
proposed contracts and they have worked through those issues.  She presented City Council with the 
proposed project area, stating that there are 15 communities in the sanitary sewer system and discussed 
what portion the County owns.

Ms. Coffey noted that it was discovered that system upgrades were needed to meet requirements as 
sanitary sewer overflow was occurring.  She stated that there are capacity issues with the current system.  
These deficiencies were noted in the 1980’s, and they were dealt with through various projects.  She 
stated that they now have a court ordered requirement to upgrade the system and the Middlebelt Tunnel 
Project is the first of several proposed projects, which would involve 4 of the communities on the system.

Councilmember Steckloff inquired why the City of Farmington Hills would be required to pay 53% of the 
project costs.  

Ms. Coffey explained the cost allocation method used.

In answer to Councilmember Lerner, Consultant Tim Miner explained how the peak flow from 
Farmington Hills was measured.  

Mr. Lerner commented that he could not visually grasp the percentage being charged to Farmington Hills 
based on the map provided.  Ms. Coffey further explained that the flow was directly metered and that is 
the data that was used.

Councilmember Massey commented on the development to the north of Farmington Hills and also 
questioned Farmington Hills being responsible for 53% of the project costs based on the map and 
information provided.  He stated that he had asked to see the figures the first time this issue was discussed 
and that he needs to see the data to support paying 53% of the costs.

Mr. Brock confirmed that this was rater payer funded.  He added that the other communities paying for 
the project also questioned the costs and WRC analyzed the numbers again and came up with very similar 
figures.

Ms. Coffey commented that the annual cost for the average customer would be approximately $65.75 and 
the minimum user cost would be approximately $26.50

Tom Maxwell, WRC, provided construction details on the proposed tunnel project, noting that it would 
be 9 foot in diameter and the storage volume would be 3.6 million gallons.  He showed a map of the 
project area and graphic illustration of how the tunnel would operate and handle the sanitary sewer 
overflow.  Mr. Maxwell discussed traffic impact during construction and stated that they would try to 
maintain two-way traffic during most of the construction.

Ms. Coffey stated that the proposed contract is on the City Council regular meeting agenda for 
consideration.

It was noted that this construction would be taking place at the same time as the Northwestern 
construction and the proposed timeline is June 2014 through November 2016.
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City of Farmington Hills DRAFT
City Council Study Session
March 24, 2014 Page 4 of 4

City Manager Brock stated that the contract could be approved at the regular meeting with contingencies 
if that was the desire of Council, but staff would like to provide Council with any information they need 
without delaying the process.

Ms. Coffey reiterated that the calculations were based on metered data and agreed that they need to show 
that.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela B. Smith, City Clerk

CITY OF FARMINGTON

_________________________________
William E. Galvin, Mayor

_________________________________
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk
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 Special Study Session City Council Meeting 

6:00 PM, MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2014 

City Council Chambers 

23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI  48335 

 

DRAFT 

 

SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 4/17/2014 11:43 AM  

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on April 7, 

2014, in City Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of 
the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor William Galvin. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Greg Cowley Councilmember Present  

William Galvin Mayor Present  

JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present  

Steve Schneemann Mayor Pro Tem Present  

Jeff Scott Councilmember Present  

City Administration Present 

Director Christiansen 

City Clerk Halberstadt 

Assistant to the City Manager Knowles 

City Manager Pastue 

    Attorney Beth Saarela 

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comment was heard. 

4. PRESENTATION 

A. 2014 Founders 50Th Anniversary Festival 

Janet Bloom, Director of Programs & Events, GFACC, was present to discuss the 
2014 Founders Festival. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council April 7, 2014 

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 4/17/2014 11:43 AM  

 

Discussion followed regarding the location of the fireworks; how the festival can 
benefit downtown businesses; shuttle service; sponsorships and financial goals 

of the festival. 

5. DISCUSSION 

A. Proposed Kimco Site Plan 
Present:  Scott Tucker, Vice-President of Leasing for KIMCO Realty, Pat McCune, 
KIMCO Construction Manager, Joel Volpe, Herschman Architects, and Chuck 

Chzran, local Kimco Property Manager. 
 

 

Christiansen briefly discussed current occupancy of the KIMCO Center and 
proposed site plan.   
 

Pastue invited representatives from KIMCO and Herschman Architects to discuss 
the proposed site plan. 
 

Mr. Tucker discussed a proposal from Fresh Thyme Farmers Market, to occupy 
space in the Downtown Farmington Center.  He spoke about the logistics of the 

project, including the need for a complete tear down, parking and delivery 
challenges, and visibility and signage.  He stated they will seek a Planned Unit 

Development (PUD). 
 

Mr. Volpe commented on the challenges of fitting Fresh Thyme Market in the 

proposed space.  He reviewed the floor plan, elevation and proposed baler 
storage in the rear of the building. 
 

Christiansen indicated Fresh Thyme is a mid-west grocery backed by Meijers. He 
discussed the challenges of dumpster support for the Center tenants and some 

of the challenges KIMCO faces in redeveloping the center. 
 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Mr. Volpe stated the plans are to 

demolish the entire section of the building where the grocery would be located. 
 

Responding to a further question from Schneemann, Mr. Volpe stated 

construction staging would take place in the rear parking lot. 
 

Responding to additional questions from Schneemann, Mr. Volpe confirmed the 

recessed loading dock will have a partial retaining wall; and the compactor will 
have a partial screen wall and would be located on city property.  
 

Christiansen advised that in order to repurpose the center there needs to be an 
engagement by the city.  He stated this is why KIMCO has suggested moving 

forward with a PUD process.  This process would spell out every activity 
associated with the redevelopment of the property.  
 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Christiansen stated the 
encroachment into Orchard Street in the rear of the building will not impact the 
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Minutes Farmington City Council April 7, 2014 
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travel portion of that street. 
 

Pastue advised he has held off redoing Orchard Street knowing this area would 

eventually be redeveloped.  He stated future needs of the property will probably 
dictate reconstruction of the road. 
 

At the request of Schneemann, Mr. Volpe discussed the architectural design 
intent of the project.  He stated the attempt was to marry the typical facade of 

the grocer and the requirements of the city. 
 

Schneemann referred to the progressive redesign of The Groves Center and his 

desire to see something more innovative for the proposed KIMCO tenant. He 
would like to see something that compliments the existing architecture, but 
would take it up a notch. 
 

Scott, in referring to the proposed design, expressed disappointment in the 

rehash of the 60's retail model.  He noted KIMCO has had the opportunity to 
review the City's vision plan and what the city would like for that site.  He stated 
instead they came in with a scrape and rebuild with some encroachment.  He 

would like to see more responsiveness to the vision plan before he can support 
the project. 
 

Scott stated he knows KIMCO can do better on the truck well so that it is totally 
within the building.  He would like to see a mixed-use, multi-level development 

on that site.  He stated the city has been dealing with the issue of having a strip 
mall in the downtown.  He expressed concern regarding the building height in 
relation to the rest of the center. He understands it is KIMCO's property, but 

would like to see some give and take with the city in the design. 
 

McShane commented she understands the proposed plans are preliminary.  She 
expressed excitement to see this project move forward.  She believes it is a 
wonderful opportunity for both KIMCO and Farmington.  She noted there are a 

number of opportunities where compromise can be reached.  Ideally, she would  
like to see Fitness 19 moved and have the side of Fresh Thyme Market on 

Farmington Road where they would have good visibility.  She would also like to 
see a pass-thru where Tuesday Morning meets Fresh Thyme.  She noted the 
south parking lot could be redone with the elimination of the park.   
 

McShane stated the proposed building does not bother her and sees it as a tie-in 

to the eastern section of the center.  She would like the city to work with KIMCO 
to make this project happen. 
 

Responding to a question from Cowley, Mr. Tucker stated the estimated value of 
the project investment is approximately $3 1/2 million. 
 

Cowley expressed excitement about a 2-story structure and connecting one 
parking lot to the other. He asked how many additional parking spaces would be 

needed to make the market successful.  
 

Mr. Tucker responded probably a lot more than is currently there.  He stated 
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Minutes Farmington City Council April 7, 2014 
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there would be more business opportunity with additional parking. 
 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Mr. Volpe stated Fresh Thyme 

typically stores carts inside their stores. 
 

Cowley expressed support for the proposed tenant and believes it would be a 

home run for the downtown.  He advised linking the two parking lots would be a 
crucial element to the success of the center. 
 

Christiansen stated that based on the square footage of the proposed building 
approximately 150 parking spaces would be needed. 
 

Galvin thanked the KIMCO representatives and Mr. Volpe for their presentation.  
He believes a market is the right fit for the proposed location.  He believes all 

parties involved should come out winners.  He stated Scott's comments 
resonated with him.  He does not know that refilling the same footprint is the 

optimal solution.  He would like to see different plan designs.  He noted the 
Downtown Master Plan calls for a different design on Orchard Street. 
 

Galvin asked how the property can be integrated with the neighborhood to the 
south rather than functioning as a barrier. He believes there is a solution and 
options should be explored.  He noted the city owns property to the south.  He 

stated the property needs to be consumer friendly.  He cautioned that a Council 
decision will impact the city 40-50 years out. 
 

Mr. Tucker spoke about the challenges of the center and that it would not be 
economically feasible for KIMCO to tear it down and rebuild.  
 

Pastue asked about the timetable for the project. 
 

Mr. Tucker stated they would like to have it done by this fall, but realistically not 
until spring.  He stated if the project was delayed until the middle of next year 

the deal would probably fall through. 
 

Responding to a question from Schneemann, Christiansen confirmed the plans 

would be required to be presented to the Downtown Development Design 
Committee. 
 

Scott reiterated his belief that KIMCO can do better on this project.  

6. BUSINESS ITEM 

A. Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate No. 8 and Change Order 
No. 5 for the 2013 Streetscape & Utilities Improvements 

 

City Administration requested payment of $298,431.49 to Warren Contractors 

for work completed on the Grove Street and Warner/Oakland Street projects 

and change order #5 increasing the contract amount by $54.20.  It was noted 

this item was pulled from the March 17th regular agenda as a result of 
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Minutes Farmington City Council April 7, 2014 
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discussion at the study session prior to the meeting.  More detail has been 

provided in the current staff report regarding work remaining on the project. 

 

Schneemann confirmed with City Administration that after this payment, the 

remaining retainage would be $30,000 and the amount of the contract yet to be 

earned is $21,500, totaling $51,500.  

 

McShane expressed concern regarding the length of the punch list and the 

possibility that the contractor may walk and leave some of the project undone.  

The contractor may decide the work remaining is not worth what the city owes 

them.  She recommended establishing a timeline to complete the work.  

 

Pastue advised the work should be done within a month.  He stated many of the 

punch list items can be completed quickly.  He believes the contractor is 

interested in the finishing the project and maintaining their reputation. 

 

Scott pointed out that the manhole near Los Tres Amigos needs to be adjusted 

and noted it is not on the punch list. He asked if Orchard Hiltz has identified the 

value of the punch list.   

 

Pastue responded no value has been placed on the list. 

 

Scott would also like the establishment of a timeline for the work to be 

completed.  He stated retainage should be released based on a time 

commitment. 

 

Pastue recommended placing a May 15th deadline in the motion.  

 

Responding to a question from Cowley, Pastue stated the Los Tres Amigos 

dumpster will not be enclosed as part of the project. 

 

Schneemann and Scott recommended withholding $50k in retainage. 

 

Scott asked how the city will ensure the timeline is met. 

 

Pastue will require the contractor to sign an affidavit that work will be completed 

by May 15th. 

 

Motion to approve construction estimate #8 with Warren Contractors in 

the amount of $278,431.49, maintaining a retainage of $50,000, and 

approve change order #5 increasing the contract amount by $54.20; 

with the stipulation that all punch list items and remaining work be 

completed by May 15, 2014.  
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The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, 

Scott, Cowley. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

7. BUSINESS ITEM 

1. Consideration to Approve Second Amendment to the Sale of Land 

Agreement with Balfour Farmington LLC for the Purchase of the Old 
47Th District Courthouse Property 

 
Pastue reviewed the proposed second amendment to the sale of land purchase 

agreement with Balfour Farmington LLC. 

 

Motion to approve a second amendment to the sale of land purchase 

agreement with Balfour Farmington LLC extending the period to submit 

a planned unit development application through May 31, 2014. [SEE 

ATTACHED AGREEMENT]. 

 

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Schneemann, Scott, 

Cowley, Galvin.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

8. BUSINESS ITEM 

1. Consideration to Renew Qualified Voter Agreement with Michigan 

Department of State 

 

City Administration advised the City Clerk's office is requesting renewal of an 

agreement with the Michigan Department of State to provide computers to 

maintain the City's election records through the State network. 

 

Motion to approve renewal of Qualified Voter Grant Agreement with 

Michigan Department of State and authorize the City Clerk to sign on 

behalf of the City. [SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT]. 
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The votes were taken in the following order: Schneemann, Scott, Cowley, 

Galvin, McShane. 

 

Council recessed at 7:30 p.m. and reconvened at 7:40 p.m. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

9. DISCUSSION 

1. Parking Authority 

 

Pastue stated one of the goals identified in the 2014-2015 Work Plan was to 
establish a parking authority.  He advised the City Attorney was asked to 

provide information to facilitate this process.  He asked Attorney Saarela to 
review her findings.  
 

Attorney Saarela advised the State of Michigan does not have a statute that 
would authorize the city to create a "parking authority."  She discussed four 

options to finance and build a parking structure including: 1) the city could own 
the structure and finance it through revenue bonds to be paid in user fees; 2) 
the city could own the structure and finance it through special assessments; 3) 

the city could create a building authority to own the structure and finance it 
using bonds; and 4) the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) could 

construct and own the facility and finance it through any option available to a 
DDA. 
 

Pastue recommended establishment of a "parking authority" by ordinance since 
there are no state statutes that apply. He cited a number of questions that need 

to be answered regarding this process. 
 

Galvin reviewed his findings from 7-8 communities of similar size to Farmington 

that have parking structures.  He stated only one of the communities had a 
"parking authority" listed under its boards and commissions.  He noted at least 
one of the communities privatized its structure. 
 

Cowley expressed his belief that a parking structure cannot be done without 

private investment and in turn there must be a tax advantage and return on 
investment. 
 

Pastue discussed the different revenue streams that would be involved in 
financing a parking structure.  He stated an authority would have the 
responsibility to coordinate financing.  
 

Cowley stated he is looking for the "parking authority" to do the entire strategy. 
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Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue stated the authority would 
cover downtown parking only. 
 

McShane discussed the wide range of responsibilities given to a parking 
authority.  She liked the idea of a board with four members at-large and one city 

councilmember.  She noted the authority is no small job.  
 

Scott stated he sees the possibility for a parking structure on the east side of 

the city and suggested an authority should cover the entire community.  
 

Schneemann expressed concern there is no state statute for a parking authority 
and that there are very few communities that have one. He pointed out that an 
authority seems tied to a structure, however, there are other challenges that 

need to be addressed regarding parking. He stated an authority could pursue 
other options to a parking structure.  He suggested this group could be labeled 

something other than an authority. 
 

Discussion followed regarding how the city will define the scope of an authority 

and finding a model that could be adapted to Farmington. 
 

Galvin spoke about the need for the authority to be aware of all forms of 

transportation, including pedestrians. 
 

Schneemann suggested the authority should have a liaison to the DDA Design 

Committee. 
 

McShane expressed the need for the authority to have sufficient time to study 
the issue extensively before a recommendation is made.  She pointed out a 
nearby city where two parking structures were built that are not being used. 
 

Pastue advised he will do further research on parking structures including talking 
with other cities in an effort to create a model. 
 

Responding to question from Cowley, Pastue suggested a goal of 90-120 days to 

draft an ordinance and provide to Council for a first reading. 
 

Cowley suggested an authority that could start working on signage; meters on 

Grand River; revenue streams; coordination with existing parking lots and 
options on property. He state there is a lot that can be done without getting to 
the parking structure conversation. 
 

Cowley would like to bring back valet parking in the downtown next winter and 
he would contribute financially to that effort. 
 

Schneemann emphasized that alot can be done by a parking authority without 

necessarily going to a parking structure. 
 

McShane suggested using the Traffic and Safety Board to address some of the 

parking issues.  
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10. CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

Pastue provided an update on several ongoing issues/projects in the city as follows: 
 

Grand River made the first cut for the $115 million legislative appropriation 
for road repair.  He met with residents who live on Grand River that are 

very frustrated with the lack of progress in repairing the road.  He stated 
the city will clean up some of the debris from the road that ended up in 
their yards. 
 

Work will begin on the Caddell Drain with an end of June deadline. 
 

Continue to work with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
regarding the Farmington Road project.  SHPO wants to see a complete 

design before they will provide an answer.  Knowles advised a 
representative from SHPO has finally agreed to come to Farmington a 
couple of times for the planning review of the project. 
 

The school board has approved a proposal for the development of the 

Flanders property and now the PUD process will move forward. 
 

SMART is asking for an increase from .6 mil to 1 mil.  There was no 

indication from them early on that this increase was being contemplated.  
 

A community meeting was held recently to discuss with residents and 

business owners redevelopment in Farmington and the 2014-15 Council 
work plan.  Director Christiansen also participated in this meeting. 
 

A joint special meeting with the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning 
Appeals will be scheduled for Monday, April 28th. 
 

A Council retreat will be scheduled to discuss redevelopment plans. 
 

Christiansen discussed the upcoming Planning Commission meeting where 
four site plans will be presented.  He commented on inquiries received for 
the Kmart Center. 
 

Pastue and Christiansen will meet with representatives from the Historical 
Commission regarding historical structures that are vulnerable due 

redevelopment.  
 

Discussion followed regarding the Historical Commission and the pursuit of a 
certified historic district. 

11. COUNCIL COMMENT 

McShane pointed out the City Council has never had the desire to preserve historic 

homes.  She stated if the city had an Historic District Ordinance homes that are 
contributing would be saved.  She noted if the city started knocking down homes 

that people consider to be an integral part of Farmington's charm they will come 
out in huge numbers. 

4.D

Packet Pg. 28

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
A

p
r 

7,
 2

01
4 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 IT

E
M

S
 O

N
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 A
G

E
N

D
A

)



Minutes Farmington City Council April 7, 2014 

City of Farmington Page 10 Updated 4/17/2014 11:43 AM  

 

Schneemann recognized the city needs something in place that helps preserve 
properties in the Historic District.  He stated any action needs buy-in from residents 

in the district.    
 

Responding to a question from Cowley, Pastue confirmed Representative Barnett is 

providing assistance on funding for repairs on Grand River.  Pastue stated the 
brewery is still working out the details on its lease. 
 

Galvin requested City Administration draft a resolution regarding repairs needed on 
Grand River.  The resolution can be voted on at the next meeting.  He would be 

willing to take it to Lansing. 

12. CLOSED SESSION - LABOR NEGOTIATION 

1. Motion to enter closed session to discuss Labor Negotiations. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Jeff Scott, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

The votes were taken in the following order: Scott, Cowley, Galvin, McShane, 

Schneemann. 
 

 

Council entered closed session at 8:50 p.m. 

2. Motion to exit closed session. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

Council exited closed session at 9:02 p.m. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

1. Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember 

SECONDER: Steve Schneemann, Mayor Pro Tem 

AYES: Cowley, Galvin, McShane, Schneemann, Scott 

The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
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William E. Galvin, Mayor  

  

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk   

 

 

Approval Date: ______________________ 
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Updated: 4/17/2014 10:30 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1540)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Farmington Monthly Payments Report March 2014

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 4/17/2014 10:32 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1541)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report March 2014

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1542)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Special Event Request - 2014 South Farmington Baseball Parade

Requested Action:  
Authorize Permit request to hold South Farmington Baseball Parade, Saturday, May 3, 2014 at 9:30 
a.m.

Background:  
The South Farmington Baseball League has requested authorization to hold its annual parade on 
May 3, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.  The request was to have the parade participants’ stage on the west side of 
city hall.  The participants/parade will then process north across Grand River, east on Oakland 
Street, north on Farmington Road, east on Shiawassee Street and then end at City Park.

The proposed route does not cause the public safety department any concerns as this is the normal 
parade route from past years that has worked without incident.  This year, we will have three officers 
assist with this parade on overtime.  In the past, duty personnel have been assigned to assist, but 
could be called away to handle emergencies in the city.  Three officers are needed to safely control 
the parade route.

Recommendation
Approve the request to hold the annual South Farmington Baseball League parade using the listed 
parade route.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending

4.G

Packet Pg. 49



4.
G

.a

P
ac

ke
t 

P
g

. 5
0

Attachment: South Farmington Baseball Parade  (1542 : Special Event Request - 2014 South Farmington
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1551)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Special Event Request Decades Dash 5K/Farmington High School

Requested Action:  
Move to approve Special Event Request to Decades Dash 5K/Farmington High School to be held on 
Saturday, May 17, 2014, beginning at 7:45 a.m. subject to the Public Safety Director and City 
Manager approving the route for the event.  

Background:  
The City received a special event request from Megan Ake and Heidi Skodack, Farmington High 
School teachers to hold a 5K run, Saturday, May 17, 2014 from 7:45 - 10:00 a.m.  The event, 
“Decades Dash 5K”, is a fund raising run and walk to raise money for technology use at Farmington 
High School. The route will encompass Farmington High School and surrounding neighborhoods; a 
map is attached with the detailed route. One banner, 18” X 24” will be used as a mile marker on the 
course.  

They are also requesting the Public Safety Department to provide two police cars to assist with the 
route.  One car would be located at Shiawassee and Randall as participants proceed to Power and 
Leelane; the second car would assist at 10 Mile and Power proceeding to Shiawassee and Prospect.  
Finally they would like to play music along the route for the competitors.

The request has been reviewed by the Public Safety Department.  They will work with event 
organizers to address concerns pertaining to the route and road crossings

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 4/17/2014 10:58 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1543)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Proclamation in Recognition of Fair Housing Month April 2014

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 4/17/2014 11:05 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1544)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Special Event Request - Thursday Night Weekly Swing Dancing

Requested Action:  
Move to approve special event request for Swing Farmington, Inc. scheduled every Thursday, May 1 
through October 23, 2014, 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. with the following conditions:

1. Music will discontinue at 11:00 p.m. except for evenings during the summer months.
2.  Swing Farmington, Inc. with a live band performance in Sundquist Pavilion either August 7 or 

21, 2014 with a $5 cover cost.  
3. Waive the City Sound Ordinance to allow Swing Farmington, Inc. to extend operation until 

11:30 p.m. from the end of the school year June 19 through the August 31.

Background:  
The City received a special event request from Alexander Steward, President for Swing Farmington, 
Inc.  Since 2006 Mr. Steward and a group of about 100 young people assemble in Sundquist Pavilion 
every Thursday evening for swing dancing.  

Mr. Steward DJs the weekly dance, however he will have a live band performing either August 7th or 
21st. To cover the cost of the band, dancers will pay a nominal fee of $5 each.  Mr. Steward expects 
about 150-200 people to attend.  

Mr. Steward completed the Indemnification agreement holding the City of Farmington harmless, 
however, the insurance company, Berkfield & Co. Ltd, is requesting that signs be placed around the 
pavilion stating that dancing participants acknowledge and agree swing dancing is a physical activity 
and that by being on the premise there is a possibility of injury and that the City of Farmington and 
the DDA would not be held liable.

Mr. Steward would like to extend the hours of this event to 11:40 p.m. beginning at the end of the 
school year in June and running through the end of August.  Therefore he is also requesting a waiver 
of the city sound ordinance Article V, Section 19-130. - Radio and musical instruments which states:

It shall be unlawful for any person to play any radio, television set, phonograph or any musical 
instrument in such a manner or with such volume, particularly during the hours between 11:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 a.m., or at any time or place, so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of 
persons in any office or in any dwelling, hotel, other type of residence or of any persons in the 
vicinity.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 4/17/2014 11:07 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1545)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Children, Youth & Families Presentation -Carmen Frances and Joan McGlincy

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1546)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Farmington Public Safety Annual Report - Robert Schulz, Director

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 4/17/2014 12:28 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Public Hearing to Vacate Third Street and Cass Street in Delos Davis 
Subdivision and Consideration to Adopt Resolution

Requested Action:  
City Council to hold public hearing, following public hearing move to adopt resolution to 
vacate Third Street and Cass Street in Delos Davis Subdivision and authorize the Clerk 
and City Attorney to filing the necessary documents.

Background:  
The Farmington City Council adopted a resolution at their March 17, 2014 regular 
meeting to schedule a public hearing to accept comments and questions regarding the 
proposed vacation of Third Street and Cass Street in the Delos Davis Subdivision.  
Notices were mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the proposed street 
vacations and a notice was published in the Farmington Observer. 

The proposed platted streets are unimproved and are not utilized as municipal streets 
and are not utilized by public utilities.  The streets are located on the site of the Maxfield 
Training Center; in fact, the school building itself is located on portions of the 
unimproved streets, so the area has apparently never been used for street purposes.  In 
order to provide the Farmington Public Schools with the clear title to the property, it is 
necessary to vacate these platted streets.

City Administration is requesting two actions on the part of the City Council.  First, hold 
the public hearing.  City Administration will provide background for the audience 
regarding the requested action.  The City Attorney will provide additional information 
regarding the resolution.  More importantly, he will discuss that, because Cass Street 
appears to be within 25 meters of the general course of a stream (Rouge River), an 
additional filing in Circuit Court will be necessary.  Second, following the public hearing, 
a motion to adopt the resolution as presented.  The vacation of Third Street will be 
complete, as far as the City is concerned, once the adopted resolution is filed with the 
County and the State.  The vacation of Cass Street will be effective upon completion of 
the circuit court action and related re-platting at the State level

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 4/17/2014 12:28 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1547)
CITY OF FARMINGTON

OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION 
VACATING UNIMPROVED THIRD STREET AND CASS STREET WITHIN THE 

DELOS DAVIS ADDITION SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY OF FARMINGTON

At a meeting of the City Council of the City of Farmington, Oakland County, Michigan, 
held on the ____ day of ___________, 2014, at the City Hall, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, 
Michigan 48335.

The following resolution was offered by _____________________________ and 
supported by _________________________________________.

WHEREAS, the Farmington City Council held a public hearing on April 21, 2014 to consider 
and hear objections to the proposed the vacation, discontinuance, or abolition of certain public 
roads within the City of Farmington, within the Delos Davis Addition to the Village of 
Farmington, Liber 2, Page 36, Oakland County Records, as follows:

· Unimproved Third Street south of Warner Street
· Unimproved Cass Street west of Thomas Street

WHEREAS, the City Council has jurisdiction to vacate the streets in question; and 

WHEREAS, the Farmington City Council is satisfied that the described portions of such 
streets are not and will not be needed as a public way or alley and may be vacated without any 
adverse effects on the public health, safety, and/or welfare; and

WHEREAS, no portion of Third Street is within 25 meters the general course of a stream; 
and

WHEREAS, a portion of Cass Street appears to be within 25 meters of the general course 
of a stream.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Farmington City Council that:

A. Unimproved Third Street south of Warner Street

and 

B. Unimproved Cass Street west of Thomas Street

as depicted and shown on Exhibit A shall be and hereby are vacated.  An easement for the 
construction, maintenance, repair, use, and replacement of drainage and utility (including, but 
not limited to, sewer and water) improvements, is hereby reserved in, over, upon, and through 
the entirety of such streets. This action is taken pursuant to Sections 2526 and 2527 of Act 288 
of the Public Acts of 1967, as amended, being MCL 560.256 and MCL 560.257.
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Resolution (ID # 1547) Meeting of April 21, 2014

Updated: 4/17/2014 12:28 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 2

2. Within 30 days after the effective date of City Council’s approval of this 
Resolution, the City Clerk shall submit for recording a certified copy of this Resolution with the 
Oakland County Register of Deeds, and shall file a copy of this Resolution with the office of the 
Michigan State Treasurer.

3. The vacation of Third Street shall be effective on the date this Resolution is 
recorded with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, and upon the vacation of the portion of 
such street becoming effective, the portion of such street shall be removed from the street plan 
map and any other official maps or street plans for the City of Farmington. 

4. To the extent that the vacation of Cass Street requires by law the filing and 
resolution of an action in the Oakland County Circuit Court, such vacation shall be effective on 
the date judgment is entered granting such vacation and filed or recorded as required by law, 
and upon the vacation of the portion of such street becoming effective, the portion of such 
street shall be removed from the street plan map and any other official maps or street plans for 
the City of Farmington.

AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTENTIONS:

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)ss

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, SUE HALBERSTADT, the duly-qualified Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a duly-called meeting held 
on ______ day of _____________, 2014, the original of which is on file in my office.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed by official signature this _____ day of 
_______________, 2014.

________________________________________
SUE HALBERSTADT
Clerk, City of Farmington
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27555 Executive Drive Suite 250  ~  Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331
Phone: 248.489.4100 | Fax: 248.489.1726

Thomas R. Schultz
tschultz@jrsjlaw.com

www.jrsjlaw.com

F A R M I N G T O N  H I L L S    |   L A N S I N G   |   M A R S H A L L

April 16, 2014

Vince Pastue, Manager
City of Farmington
23600 Liberty Street
Farmington, MI 48335

RE: Resolution to Vacate Third Street and Cass Street

Dear Mr. Pastue:

Enclosed is a draft Resolution for Council consideration at its April 21, 2014, meeting regarding 
the vacation of Cass Street and Third Street in the Davis addition subdivision.

The Resolution cites the usual basis for the City’s authority to vacate these unimproved streets, 
but notes that Cass Street is (or appears to be) within 25 meters of the general course of a 
stream.  In that case, a circuit court action will be required to fully complete the vacation, as 
previously discussed with you and the City Council.  

Note that the Resolution states that such civil action may be required only with regard to the 
vacation of Cass Street; with regard to Third Street, which is not within 25 meters of the course 
of the adjacent stream, in our opinion the Council Resolution is effective to complete the 
vacation.  (This may or may not be relevant when it comes to calculating properties within 300 
feet of the area of Cass Street affected.)

If you have any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely yours, 

JOHNSON, ROSATI, SCHULTZ & JOPPICH, P.C.

Thomas R. Schultz

TRS:jah
Enclosure
cc: Sue Halberstadt, Clerk

6.D.a
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April 17, 2014
Page 2

Kevin Christiansen, Economic and Community Development Director
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Updated: 4/17/2014 11:32 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration of Resolution to Approve 2014 Founders Festival

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution approving the 2014 Founders Festival which includes 
approving dates for the Festival, event locations, authorizing closing of roads, and 
authorizing applications for temporary liquor licenses.

Background:  
The Greater Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce presented their plans for the 50th 
Anniversary of the Founders Festival at the City Council’s April 7, 2014 study session.  
Attached is a resolution formally approving the dates for the Festival, closure of roads, 
approving event locations, and authorizing applications for temporary liquor licenses.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1548)
RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVING THE 
GREATER FARMINGTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S GREATER 
FARMINGTON FOUNDERS FESTIVAL FOR 2014 WHICH INCLUDES DATES, 
TIMES, LOCATIONS, AUTHORIZATION FOR ROAD CLOSURES, AND 
AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR A TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE.

WHEREAS, the Greater Farmington Area Chamber of Commerce (GFACC) has 
prepared for the 2014 Greater Farmington Founders Festival; and

WHEREAS, the GFACC presented the Festival plan to the Farmington City Council at 
their April 7, 2014 study session; and

WHEREAS, the proposed event will require authorization from the City Council to close 
roads and parking lots for certain events and to authorize the GFACC to 
apply for a temporary liquor license.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council hereby 
approves the GFACC’s 2014 request to hold the 50th Anniversary Greater 
Farmington Founders Festival with the following conditions:

1. Days:  Thursday, July 17 - Sunday, July 20

2. Hours of Operation: 

a. General Areas
Thursday 5 pm - 10 pm proposed, limited activities
Friday and Saturday 10 am - 10 pm
Sunday 10 am - 5 pm

b. Beer Tent/Main Stage Area
Thursday 5 pm -11 pm proposed
Friday 10 am - 11 pm
Saturday 10 am - 11 pm
Sunday 10 am - 5 pm

c. Alley Regally
Friday, Saturday open 5pm until midnight

3. Locations: Beginning July 17 through July 20

a. Closure of Farmington Road from Grand River south to north of Castle Dental 
driveway for vendors; 

b. Downtown Center Parking Lot for Main Stage and vendors;
c. The eastern portion of the Municipal Parking Lot north of Grand River 

between Farmington Road and Warner for the Alley Regally;

7.A
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Resolution (ID # 1548) Meeting of April 21, 2014

Updated: 4/17/2014 11:32 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 2

d. State Street between Farmington Road and entrance to Library;

e. Riley Park/Sundquist Pavilion along with Market Street; 

f. Downtown Sidewalks for local merchant sales; and

g. Shiawassee Park, Farmington City Hall, and Memorial Park

4. Temporary Liquor Licenses: Authorize the Greater Farmington Area Chamber 
of Commerce to apply for a temporary liquor licenses July 17 thru July 20 at the 
following locations: 

a. Main Tent located in Downtown Farmington Center Parking Lot

b. Alley Regally located in Municipal Parking Lot on North Side of Grand 
River between Farmington Road and Warner Street.

5. Other Authorizations 

a. Authorize the Department of Public Safety to apply for the permit necessary 
to close Grand River Avenue from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 
20 for the purpose of conducting parade activities and the Fun Run, 
conducted by Farmington Hills Special Services

b. Hold the State of Michigan Department of Transportation harmless for liability, 
which may result in the closing of Grand River and authorize City 
departments to provide the service required for the Downtown Farmington 
Founders Festival.

c. Hold the Road Commission for Oakland County harmless for liability, which 
may result in the closing of Farmington Road and activities within the road.

d. Allow Department of Public Works to coordinate with the City of Farmington 
Hills regarding banner placement over Grand River (21 day placement).

7.A
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration of Resolution to Repair Grand River Avenue

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution requesting appropriation of State funds to mill and overlay 
Grand River Avenue from Halsted Road to Farmington Road during the 2014 
construction season.

Background:  
Governor Snyder signed into law legislation appropriating $115 Million supplemental 
funds to be used to repair Michigan roads.  The cities of Farmington and Farmington 
Hills have requested approximately $3.0 Million for the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) to mill and overlay Grand River Avenue from Halsted Road to 
Farmington Road during the 2014 construction season.

City Administration is requesting the Farmington City Council to adopt the resolution 
stressing the need to repair Grand River Avenue to insure motorist and pedestrian 
safety, along with recognizing its importance to the City of Farmington from a 
community and economic development standpoint.  The resolution identifies a broad 
distribution that includes local representatives, the governor, MDOT, and key House 
and Senate transportation chairs.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1550)
A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL STRONGLY URGING THE 
MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE TO APPROPRIATE THE NECESSARY FUNDS TO 
REPAIR GRAND RIVER AVENUE DURING THE 2014 SEASON.

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder signed into law legislation establishing a special 
appropriation in the amount of $115 Million for repairs to highways under 
the jurisdiction of the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT); and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature will determine the allocation for this $115 Million 
special appropriation; and

WHEREAS, Grand River Avenue is an MDOT trunkline that is the primary east-west 
route through the City of Farmington from Halsted Road to Hawthorne 
Street running through Farmington’s Historic District and its Downtown;  
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Farmington was recognized by CNN/Money Magazine as one 
of the top 50 small towns in America to live (#27) with Grand River Avenue 
playing a significant part of the City’s history and charm; and

WHEREAS, the City of Farmington has invested millions to improve its infrastructure to 
create a strong sense of community along with enhancing pedestrian 
mobility and safety in the Downtown and along Grand River; and

WHEREAS, a fully functional Grand Rive Avenue is vital to the continued 
success and economic growth of Farmington; and

WHEREAS, given the collapse of Grand River, particularly between Farmington Road 
and Halsted, the road has created a negative impact on the City of 
Farmington and neighboring Farmington Hills characterized by the 
following: 

1. potholes of such large size and frequency to make motorist travel 
along the curb lane of Grand River unsafe to the point motorists have 
changed their driving patterns to avoid the potholes; 

2. where the condition of the road was so bad that Farmington City 
Administration threatened the closure of the curb lanes for the safety of 
motorists and pedestrians;

3. chunks of asphalt blackening the yards and sidewalks of residents in 
historic homes significantly diminishing the enjoyment of their normally 
beautiful property in addition to potentially diminishing their value;

4. creating a general negative perception of Farmington by those visiting 
for the first time; and
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Resolution (ID # 1550) Meeting of April 21, 2014
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WHEREAS, an application has been submitted to have a mill and overlay of Grand 
River Avenue from Halsted Road to Farmington Road; and 

WHEREAS, the Farmington City Council feels this is the essential short and medium 
term solution until the road is totally reconstructed.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council strongly urges 
that the Michigan Legislature appropriate the necessary funds to mill and 
overlay Grand River Avenue from Halsted Road to Farmington Road 
during the 2014 Construction season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk distributes this resolution to the 
following along with pictures of the road condition and its debris:

Governor Rick Snyder
Representative Vicki Barnett
Senator Vince Gregory
Senator Tom Casperson Committee Chair, Senate Transportation 

Committee
Representative Wayne Schmidt - Committee Chair, House Transportation 

and Infrastructure
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Oakland County MDOT TSC
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
April 21, 2014

Reference
Number

(ID # 1549)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  City Manager Transmittal of Proposed Fiscal Year 2014-15 Proposed Budget

Requested Action:  
Move to accept receipt of the City Manager’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2014-15 Budget

Background:  
Pursuant to Section 8.2 of the City Charter, the City Manager is required to submit a proposed 
budget to the City Council on or before April 21st for the following fiscal year. The proposed budget 
complies with the requirements contained in the State’s Uniform Accounting and Budgeting Act.  The 
transmittal letter highlights major issues in the budget, proposed changes, projects, and future 
concerns.  

State law requires that the adoption of the City budget millage rate be completed no more than ten 
days after the public hearing. City Charter requires Council to adopt the budget no later than June 
21st.

The proposed budget will be delivered prior to the council meeting.  The proposed budget also 
incorporates estimates for Fiscal Year 2015-16.  A study session has been scheduled for Monday, 
May 5 to review the proposed budget.  Following the requirements of the City Charter, Administration 
will be recommending that the City Council hold a public hearing regarding the millage and budget at 
the June 16 meeting and adopt the budget that same night.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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